ENDS AND MEANS
transcend. For this reason there is no insistence in the
writings of Eckhart and the author of The Cloud of Un-
knowing upon their own or other people's sinfulness.
They do not tadk about themselves as miserable sinners;
nor do they advise others to do so. They know, of course,
that men are sinners and that sin is a barrier standing
between souls and their God. Therefore, they say, men
should make themselves aware of their sins and, having
done so, proceed to stop sinning; after which they should
concentrate all their attention on God and ignore the
extremely uninteresting and unprofitable subject of their
past, sinful selves. 'It is a great grace of God/ says
St. Teresa, *to practise self-examination; but too much
is as bad as too little, as they say; believe me, by God's
help, we shall advance more by contemplating the Divinity
than by keeping our eyes fixed on ourselves/ Modern
theologians, such as Otto, have blamed Eckhart for not
being sufficiently conscious of his sinfulness, -and have
contrasted him unfavourably in this respect with Luther,1
who spent his early manhood in the terrified conviction
that he was *gallow-ripe/ It is legitimate to enquire how
for this conviction of his own ripeness for the gallows
was the cause of that later conviction, expressed so forcibly
a few years later, that the German peasants were ripe for
the gallows and deserved extermination and enslavement
at the hands of the ruling classes. There is a logical and a
psychological connection between obsession with one's
own sins and obsession with those of others, between
haunting terror of an angry personal God and an active
desire to persecute in the name of that God, At the risk
of wearying my reader, I must repeat for the thousandth
time, that the tree is known by its fruits.. The fruits ot
such doctrines as are taught by Eckhart, the author of
1 See Mysticism East and West^ by Rudolf Otto (New York,
1932), p. 129.
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